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Military’s role at border expands
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HISTORIC INN REIMAGINED AS
INCLUSIVE BOUTIQUE HOTEL
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“The Charles’ will have a

grand opening
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refarn 1o the mast beasti-
el place In the workl,”™ he
s, "W usad to call it the
‘circle of enchantment” =
Muoaterey, Pacific Grove, Big
%ar, Carmel, Seaside, Ma-
Fing, S0 many meErooasms
of beauty”

The klea, he sald, began
Ewe WEATE A0 wisen Dawn.
Desal approached him with
a challenge: remdde]l the
shuttered PG, Inn and turn
It imto a spase thal apecifi-
cally weloomes the LGETQ+
community, their families,
friemds ardd allies, acroas gl
backgrounds

“Noel hotels incluce the
LGETGQ oommuanity, bul they
dont actually declare §t°
Eruvweell said. “We ane raising
the bar = our website saysit,
oiir radnbcre Mage s it, anmd
every dictail of this hotel says:
youl are weloome here”

The Pacific Grove Inn
closed abrupily back in
2018 afver its operator, Mal-
ibu busipessman Gary Pe-
bierso, fled or bankrupley

Peterson, who served as
pregident of PG Inn Ine.,
had managed the MW-room
Botel sinee 2008 but had
fallen behind on mulkiple
financial obdigations in the
moaths keading ap 1o the
clomare.

Dzgpite the mounting H-
nancial izsoes, the hotel
closed without netifying
puests, employees or lo-
cal husinesses = many of
wiintms founs ot vil & mole
taped to the front door.

After the height of the
pandemic, the hotel oper-
ated in & coplsctlees for-
mat, guests received oodes
via email and had oo inters
actbon with sl Gruwell
said that model may have
worked post-COVID, bt ki
lxcked warmth and com-
Eumiy.

“There was no break-
fast, no social howar, no ome
b Ereel You — il was basic,”
Grawell said. *We wanted
samething different. We

brought back the innkeeper
minile] berausse bospitality is
Akl people”

Now, The Charles fea-
tares 11 roomma and suites,
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Thi Charkes in Pacific Grove, with 1he gwnars priding 1hemialves on cieating & bed and
bresifast that is inchesive and for ssryone.

a daily elevated contines-
tal breakfast, aftermoon
wine and charcuteric and
personalized service from
live«in innkeepers Growell
dencribied as Nike a personal
cancierge for every guoest.”

Sraying true 1o the baild-

ings higtorical roods, Gra-
well leaned into traditional
British interfor aesthetlcs,
inspired by & recent trip to
London where he and his
partner toured more than
30 bed-amd-hreakinsts,
“The manssomn's Vietorian

architectare deserved clas-
sical, elegant design,” Gra-
wedl sad. “But | also wanied
it to reflect my artistic sen-
sibilitles and my kentity
a8 & gay designer. Everyomne
= gay, saraight, and every-
one in between — deserves

a beautiful, inclusive place
b By

Growell said The Charles
B degigned for Tamilbes,
couples, salo travelers and
CVET P,

“Everybody's welcome.
It's warm, comdortable and
feels like a private resi-
dence. Thats what people
say whsen they walk in.”

The Charles is also a full-
clrele mioement for Growell
Raised in Pacilic Grove,
he's a PG. High School and
Momterey Peninsala College
graduate who taught in Sa-
linas before pursuing hotel
design full-time

“I bowe hotels. | kve de-
g, 1 love architectiare, To
comhbine all those passions
inta & property with my
Bame on it is like a dream
pOMSE true,” he sl

Anel he credits his part-
mer and client, Don Desal,
with Brelping that dneam be-
come reality.

“This was his idea. |
have tremendous gratitude
for Don. He gave mee an op-
partunity [ niver imagined
1 couldn't ask for a hetter
partmer or frieml.”



