POSTER CHILD 8 | ALARM BELL ON AMBULANCE CALLS 14 | RODEO RIDES ON 30 | PARTY ON, COWBOY 34

8 By. Pam Narl'nq

Fhea

JULY 17-23, 2025 MONTEREYCOUNTYNOW.COM LOCAL & INDEPENDENT



FAGE TO FACE

All Inclusive

(elebrated hotel designer Charles Gruwell returns home
to launch his own boutique inn.

By Pam Marino

harles Gruwell is home, right
where he always wanted to
be. After a 46-year career
designing high-end hotels,
residences and other spaces in
places like San Francisco and
Las Vegas, the award-winning
designer has returned to his home-
town, Pacific Grove, to design and open
his own boutique hotel—The Charles
Pacific Grove, with partners Don and
Jay Desai—inside a historic Victorian
home. It’s the town’s first hotel mar-
keted as LGBTQ+ friendly, designed to
be open to anyone—dogs included.
The hotel is two blocks from where
Gruwell attended elementary school
at Robert Down Elementary and just a
few blocks from the Victorian house he
grew up in. After graduating from P.G.
High School in 1970 he left for Fresno
State University then returned to begin
a teaching career in Salinas. His life
changed after meeting local designer
Jonna Ball and shadowing her as she
designed homes in Pebble Beach.
Realizing he wanted to be a design-
er, Gruwell went to San Jose State
University for a design degree and
applied for an internship, landing him
with designer Marlene Grant of Falls,
Grant & Lucas in Los Altos. He spent
five years learning the trade from Grant.
Eventually Gruwell found his niche
in hotel design and went on to create

luxuriously appointed spaces at such
hotels as The Huntington Hotel in San
Francisco—one of his favorite proj-
ects that landed him his first of many
appearances in Architectural Digest—
the Four Seasons and Mandalay Bay
Resort & Casino in Las Vegas, Disney’s
Animal Kingdom Lodge in Florida, the
Beverly Hills Inn, plus local hotels like
the Tradewinds in Carmel and Hotel
Pacific in Monterey.

At 73, many would have retired but
Gruwell shows no signs of slowing
down. The Charles opened at the end
of June and now he’s busy redesign-
ing Carmel’s iconic Cypress Inn, once
owned by the late Doris Day.

Weekly: What brought you back to
Pacific Grove?

Gruwell: I love it, that’s the main
reason I’'m back. In the time that T was
gone, which is nearly 30 years, I came
to visit my mother on a regular basis.
My mother was the love of my life and
she lived to be almost 103. I was living
down in L.A. and one of my very good
friends said, “Why don’t you move
back home and take the property your
mom left you and put a new home on
it? It’s the right thing to do and you
should do it now” And I did...T have a
brand new house and a brand new dog
(Sophie) and T [will] live there happily
ever after.

Charles Gruwell inside The Charles, the new boutique hotel he opened in June. He
created a luxe look inside the former Victorian home using a rich brocade fabric for the
drapes, pulling out colors of black, cognac and camel for the carpet and furniture.

What was it like growing up as a gay
youth in P.G. back in the 1960s?

T didn’t really know until T got into
high school. T didn’t really quite under-
stand what was happening. So I just
grew up here and did all the things
most boys do. I didn’t pay attention
to that because it was so forbidden. T
had to just not accept it myself—until T
could. I was afraid—it was a very scary
thing. And T didn’t want to be rejected,
1 didn’t want to be the outcast. So I just
kind of went along with what every-
body else was doing until I realized
1 can’t do this anymore. I have to be
honest with myself. And so I did, and
I'm as happy as ever.

What makes the hotel LGBTQ+
friendly?

What we were throwing around
eight months ago was what was lack-
ing in the hospitality sector. And what
I noticed is that there are no inclusive
hotels. There are gay hotels, but there’s
really no established gay-friendly
hotels that are open to everybody, open
to the mainstream, the street traveler,
the LGBT crowd. We decided, let’s

brand a hotel that has style. We merged
style and elegance into inclusion. We
want people to know we are inclusive,
so whoever comes here is going to be
a mix of gay people with mainstream
straight people and everything in
between. Everybody’s welcome here
and we’re going to really tell people
the gay community is welcome here,
which is why we have the rainbow
heart on the front door and the back
door.

Do you watch design shows on TV?

I haven’t recently because I've been
too busy. I used to watch Queer Eye
for the Straight Guy when it first came
on, oh, years ago. It was really, really
good. There’s so many I watched for a
long time—Chip and Joanna Gaines in
whatever that show was called [Fixer
Upper]. And I watched Design ona
Dime. I watched all those shows when
they first came on television. I just
don’t watch TV like T used to. &

The Charles Pacific Grove is located at 581 Pine Ave.,
Paific Grove, 717-8692, thecharlespacificgrove.com.
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KIKI SEEKS HER PERSON

DANIEL DREIFUSS

This tiny charmer proves that senior dogs
have the biggest hearts! Though Watson has
mild osteoarthritis in his hips, he doesn't let
it dampen his enthusiasm for life's simple
joys. He's a dedicated sunbather who loves
lounging in warm spots and taking leisurely
walks to explore new scents.

Want to meet Watson? Please fill out our
online adoption questionnaire.

Things to love: approx. 12 years old - 7 Ibs
- male - Chihuahua mix

Ad sponsored by Kalman Weinfeld in honor
of his late father who taught him the value of
volunteering.

If you'd like sponsor eur next ad, give us a call.

DOG RESCUE

831-718-9122 | www.POMDR.org
PO. Box 51554, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

Independent ?-year-old gray tabby with a quirky
ear, silver fur, and golden eyes seeks quiet,
cat-savvy home. No kids, no dogs—just you.

Kiki enjoys lap fime (briefly), sunny spots, and
affection on her terms. She's a healthy, soulful
girl who might thrive with safe outdoor access.
Kiki's ready to be someone's porch queen, barn
buddy, or quiet companion. Are you for her? If ‘
you speak fluent feline and value a one-of-a-kind "‘_

companion, Kiki's waiting. 30| —
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Learn more about Kiki at
www.gocatrescue.org and fill out
an adoption form while you are therel [&]

Would you like to sponsor our next ad? Please call us at
831-200-9232 or email info@gocatrescue.org
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